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ABSTRACT

A child is precious not only to the parents, family, community, and Nation but also to the world at large.
Neurological symptoms are also frequently encountered in a wide variety of systemic illnesses. Almost 20-30
percent of children encounter acute, chronic or recurrent neurological illnesses. The descriptive research design was
conducted to the knowledge on care of the children with epilepsy among mothers of children with the objective to
assess the level of knowledge on care of the children with epilepsy among mothers of children. 60 mothers of
children with epilepsy were selected using convenient sampling technique. A self-structured questionnaire was used
to collect the data. The study concluded that the most of mothers of epileptic children had moderate level of
knowledge on care of the children with epilepsy.
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researcher felt the need to assess the knowledge on
care of the children with epilepsy among mothers of
children in Puducherry. A study to assess the
knowledge on care of the children with epilepsy
among mothers of children was conducted in
Puducherry with the following assumptions.

* The investigator assumes that the mothers of
children will have inadequate knowledge on
care of the children with epilepsy.

e The health education regarding care of the
children with epilepsy will improve the
knowledge among the mothers of children.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

A quantitative research approach and a descriptive
research design were adapted for this study. The
sample consisted of 50 mothers of epileptic children,
selected using Convenient sampling technique. The
mothers were assessed using a structured
questionnaire developed by the researchers, on the
knowledge of the care of epileptic children. A pilot
study is a trail run for the major study to test the
practicability, appropriateness of the instrument and
feasibility of the study. The result of the pilot study
revealed that the study was feasible and practicable
and no modification is needed in the tool after pilot
study.

The  Internal  consistency of  Knowledge
questionnaire on care of epilepsy r =0.87
respectively which indicated that the tool was highly
reliable.

Descriptive statistics was used to describe the
demographic and Variables and Assessment of the
knowledge on care of the children with epilepsy
among mothers of children.

Inferential Statistics was used to association of the
knowledge on care of the children with epilepsy
among mothers of children with selected
demographic Variables, using Chi square test.

RESULTS

Among the mothers of epileptic children, majority of
them had moderate level of knowledge 24 (40%), 21
(35%) had inadequate level of knowledge and others
had adequate level of knowledge on care of the
children with epilepsy among mothers of children is
15 (25%).

The above table depicts that the demographic
variables Mothers Age, Education status, Monthly
Income and frequency of epilepsy in last 5 years had
shown statistically significant association with level
of knowledge on care of the children with epilepsy
among mothers of children with chi-square value at
p<0.05 level.

Table No.1: Frequency and percentage wise distribution of level of knowledge on care of the children
with epilepsy among mothers of children

LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE ON CARE OF
S-No THE CHILDREN WITH EPILEPSY. (N = 60) FREQUENCY (N) PERCENTAGE (%)
1 Inadequate 21 35
2 Moderate 24 40
3 Adequate 15 25

Table No.2: Association of the level of knowledge on care of the children with epilepsy among mothers of
children with their selected demographic variables (N=60)

LEVEL OF KNOWLEDGE
DEMOGRAP HIC INADEQUA MODERA ADEQUA
S.No VARIABLES TE TE TE x2 df | p- value
(1) 0, (1)
Mothers Age N Yo N Yo N Yo
1 Below 25 years 15 53.6 6 214 7 25
2 25-40 years 4 23.5 9 53 4 23.5 «
3 41-60 years 2 14.3 9 64.3 3 21.4 133 6 | 0037
4 60 years and above 0 0 0 0 1 100
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Religion

5 Hindu 19 37.3 20 39.2 12 | 235
6 Christian 2 33.3 2 33.3 2 33.3 2.03 0.730
7 Muslim 0 0 2 66.7 1 33.3
8 Others 0 0 0 0 0 0

Education status
9 Illiterate 9 34.6 14 53.8 3 11.6
10 Primary school 11 44 8 32 6 24 12.8 0.046*
11 Higher Secondary 1 16.7 1 16.7 4 66.6
12 Graduate and above 0 0 1 33.3 2 66.7

Monthly Income
13 Below rs.5000 15 38.5 18 46.1 6 15.4
14 Rs.6000-15000 6 42.8 4 28.6 4 28.6 12.9 0.044*
15 Rs.15000-30000 0 0 0 0 2 100
16 Above r5.30000 0 0 2 40 3 60

Type of family
17 Joint family 41.2 5 29.4
18 Nuclear family 41 7 18 11.9 0.062
19 Extended family 100 0 0
20 others 0 3 100
Gender of the children
21 Male 12 37.5 13 40.6 7 21.9 397 0.820
22 Female 9 32.1 11 39.3 8 28.6
How many children are you have?

23 1 children 8 44 .4 5 27.8 5 27.8
24 2-5 children®'s 13 31 19 45.2 10 | 23.8 1.69 0.428
25 Schildren“sand above 0 0 0 0 0 0

Causes of epilepsy
26 Fever 8 32 11 44 6 24 2.08 0.720
27 Others 12 35.3 13 38.2 9 26.5

frequency of epilepsy in last 5 years
28 1 time 5 23.8 8 38.1 8 38.1
29 2 time 3 | 176 | 9 | 520 | 5 | 205 | 107 0.029%
30 3 times and above 13 59.1 7 31.8 2 9.1
CONCLUSION ACKNOWLEDGMENT

In the present study, majority of the mothers of
children with epilepsy had moderate to inadequate

knowledge scores; however, there is still for
improvement regarding avoiding the wrong
measures there is a need for developing

informational booklet and conducting educational
sessions on epilepsy for the mothers in particular and
public in general.

Available online: www.uptodateresearchpublication.com

The author wish to express their sincere gratitude to
Department of Medical Surgical Nursing, College of
Nursing Mother Theresa Post Graduate and Research
Institute of Health Sciences, Puducherry, India for
providing necessary facilities to carry out this
research work.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
We declare that we have no conflict of interest.

July — December 55



Sridevy S. et al. /International Journal of Nursing and Healthcare Research. 3(2), 2019, 53-56.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. Phougat Jyoti, Kumari Vinay, Kumar
Yogesh. Assess Knowledge and Attitude of
Parents regarding Childhood Seizures in
Selected Hospital of Haryana, International
Journal of Science and Research (IJSR),
4(8), 2015, 395-399.

2. Boer H M, Mula M, Sander J] W. The global
burden and stigma of epilepsy, Epilepsy
Behav, 12(4), 2008, 540-546.

3. Manju V M, Joshi P, Gulati S. A study to
assess the knowledge and attitude of parents
of children with epilepsy, Indian J Child
Health, 2(2), 2015, 76-79.

4. Kolahi A A, Abbasi-Kangevari M, Bakhshaei
P, Mahvelati-Shamsabadi F, Tonekaboni S H
and Farsar A R. Knowledge, attitudes, and
practices among mothers of children with
epilepsy: A study in a teaching hospital,
Epilepsy and Behavior, 69, 2017, 147-152.

5. Frank Kiwanuka and Carolyne Anyango
Olyet. Knowledge, attitude, and beliefs on
epilepsy among adults in Erute South, Lira
District, Uganda, Epilepsia Open, 3(2), 2018,
264-269.

6. Subishma V, Joseph S, Akhil P P. et al
Knowledge on prevention and immediate
management of child with febrile seizure
among mothers of under five children,
International  Journal of Science and
Healthcare Research, 3(3), 2018, 73-78.

7. Karrar Kadhim Jawad Al-Ameri. Knowledge
and Attitudes of Parents toward their
Adolescents Epilepsy at Middle Euphrates
Neuroscience Center in AL-Najaf AL-Ashraf
City, International Journal of Scientific and
Engineering Research, 8(10), 2017, 681-690.

8. Akpan M U, Jjezie E. Knowledge of febrile
convulsion among mothers attending the
paediatric clinic of university of Uyo
teaching hospital, Nigeria, J Pediatr Res,
4(07), 2017, 474-480.

Please cite this article in press as: Sridevy S et al. Knowledge on care of epileptic children among their
mothers, International Journal of Nursing and Healthcare Research, 3(2), 2019, 53-56.

Available online: www.uptodateresearchpublication.com  July — December 56



